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Shri Mathur Chaturvedi Mahasabha
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How to summon you- respected
Papu,Papuji,’George’, or my dear fa-
ther.The thought of penning your obitu-
ary only, moistens my eyes. Today I pay
homage to you with this nodescript of-
fering.

You were born in a sports family of
Meerut which was known for its hockey
exploits in the Indian sports stage . Great
grand father Shradhyey Raibahadur Rad-

helaalji was eminent civil lawyer in
Meerut city in pre independence
India.The family originated from

Holipura and was known by the name of
Ghadhi Parivaar.Father Amarnath ji
Chaturvedi was a eminent professor of
history in Meerut University as well as a
known hockey player of his time,a great
organizer who kept hockey alive in UP
state for a long time .He hosted the
hockey legends like Dhyan Chand ,Roop
Singh,Balbir Singh Sr ,KD Singh Babu
and Habul Mukherjee (only coach of In-
dian hockey to win three consecutive gold

-

®

/’
»

medals-cinematised by Akshay kumar in
movie “GOLD” ).Your brothers Prem
Prakash, Hem Prakash ,Anand Prakash
also played for UP state and were players
of eminenence.

Pramod ji was born in Meerut in 1939
and sixth child of family. You had a very
tough childhood.Being in a sports family
he developed into a hockey player of
stature. A never say die attitude kept you
going against all odds and helped you
prove yourself against trying circum-
stances time and again .In the midst of
your turmoiled childhood and youth ,you
did your BA in History and MA in eco-
nomics from Meerut University. During
your MA study days you used to work in
CDA Meerut to support your family and
carry on your studies from Meerut Uni-
versity in the night. You represented the
Meerut university consecutively for
three years followed by selection in All
India Combined University hockey team
and played with likes of Olympians Inam

3MaTER 2020



29

ur Rehman,Harbinder Singh , Inder
Singh , Jhaman lal Sharma , Joginder
Singh and was coached by the great KD
Singh Babu during those days.After com-
pleting university you went on to play
proffessional hockey for East bengal
Club in 1962 in Kolkata and rubbed shoul-
ders with like of Olympians Inam ur
Rehman, Baalu and Joginder Singh.You
lifted the Calcutta Hockey League cham-
pionship title from 1962 to 64. You joined
Customs and played with likes of
Olympians Leslie Claudius and Gurbux
Singh. You led the teams to win
Beighton Cup- the Blue Riband of Indian
hockey two times , each with East Bengal
and then with Calcutta Customs. You
won the Bengal hockey league champio-
ship thrice with East Bengal ,Calcutta
Customs and Mohun Bagan(1984).You
played Senior Nationals for Bengal state
from 1962 to 1972 and captained the team
also. You ably supported Olympian Gur-
bux Singh during his time in Bengal sen-
ior national team in defence all those
years .You were in the Indian national
team probables list consisting of
Olympians Prithpal Singh ,Gurbux
Singh and Trilochan Singh.

You managed the Bengal team in Sen-
ior nationals team also after retiring as
a player

You finally donned the color of a na-
tional hockey umpire and officiated in
International Nehru Gold Cup ,Beighton
Cup and Senior National Championships

You could have easily been an India
colour had you not put the Meerut house
and extended family interests before
your personal ambition and career .You
finally joined Calcutta Customs as Pre-
ventine Officer and went up all the way
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and retired as Assistant Commisioner of
Customs and Central Excise, holding in-
dependent charge of Haldia Dock and
Port Complex in eastern india.

You are survived by wife , two sons
and a daughter ,who too like you carried
forward the legacy of Meerut sports fam-
ily .
Wife Smt Ashaji is a BSc graduate
from Lucknow University and a devoted
housewife.

Son Prashant played for Subjunior and
Junior Bengal team in national hockey
and played for proffessional clubs in
Bengal hockey league like Aryans Club,
Khalsa Blues and Mohun Bagan club He
is a established Marine Engineer working
with Saudi Aramco as Superintendent
Engineer .He is residing in Pune.

Daughter Sangeeta was a established
Rowing champion who represented India
at the Asian Rowing Champioship in
Hongkong ,she represented Senior Ben-
gal state in the Rowing Nationals and
was a gold medal winner.She represented
All India University team and was fea-
tured in “SPORTS STAR” magazine ,a
magazine of repute of yesteryears. She is
a Electronics and Telecommunications
Engineer and a MBA postgraduate in
marketing and settled in California USA.

Son Pradeep represented for hockey
and cricket in aryans club and is a ma-
rine engineer by profession and residing
in poona.

Thus Pramod ji not only followed the
principal of hard work and education in
attaining great heights for himself but
also imbibed the same in his children.
Salute and homage to the great soul .May
his soul rest in peace.

(T.%h. 343)
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